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Cast of Characters 

 

Nora Helmer: A woman who seems carefree, sunny, and 

slightly self-centered. Her world revolves 

around her husband, Torvald. She has unknown 

depth and passion. East Asian, age early 20s 

to mid 30s.  

 

Torvald Helmer: A man of rigid morals and overbearing love. 

Playful, fun, and charismatic. He is devoted 

to his wife, Nora. Caucasian, age mid 20s to 

late 30s. 

 

Christine Linde: A woman with a difficult past. Her suffering 

and loss has blinded her to everyone else’s 

pain. Latinx, age mid 20s to mid 30s. 

 

Nils Krogstad: A man who wants to turn his life around by 

any means necessary. Society turned its back 

on him, so he is now turning his back on 

everyone else. African-American, age mid 20s 

to late 30s. 

 

Dr. Warren Rank: A man who is close friends with Nora. He is 

secretly in love with her. He is 

accomplished, intelligent, and lonely. His 

impending death lingers over his head. East 

Asian, age late 20s to late 30s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scene 

The living room of Nora and Torvald’s house. 

 

Time 

 

The present.  Christmas season, mid-December.
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SETTING: The living room of Nora and Torvald’s 

house. There is comfortable furniture, 

but nothing extravagant. Throughout the 

living room are certain decorations – a 

porcelain tea set, a fan, a carving, a 

hanging, a knife/sword, etc. – from all 

different parts of East and South Asia. 

A Christmas tree is set up in the room. 

 

AT RISE: Lights up on the living room. A package 

of candy is on the table. NORA is 

decorating the Christmas tree and 

living room. She begins wrapping 

several packages on the floor, singing 

Christmas tunes. Every so often, she 

eats a piece of candy. 

 

TORVALD 

 (offstage) 

Nora? Nora? 

 

     NORA 

I’m in here! 

 

(NORA quickly shoves the candy into her pocket just 

before TORVALD enters. In her surprise, she breaks 

something.) 

 

    TORVALD 

Guess who was just promoted to district manager of Dearborn 

Incorporated? 

 

    NORA 

You got it? You got the job? 

 

    TORVALD 

No, they gave it to Henry. Of course, I got the job! 

 

    NORA 

Oh my god! Oh my god! That’s so exciting! Congratulations, love! 

 

    TORVALD 

I’m finally going to get my own office. 

 

    NORA 

You won’t have to sit next to Brenda anymore! 



2 

 

    TORVALD 

Thank god. I don’t think I could take another day of her 

constant gum smacking. (imitating Brenda) “Hello Dearborn 

Incorporated, how may I help you?” 

 

    NORA 

 (imitating a customer) 

Excuse me, ma’am. I can’t understand you. Can you please repeat 

that? 

 

    TORVALD 

 (imitating Brenda) 

“Dearborn Incorporated, how may I be of assistance?” 

 

    NORA 

You’ll probably still be able to hear her. We’ll have to 

soundproof your office. 

 

    TORVALD 

Well, now that I’m the boss, I get to decide who has to share 

her cubicle. I think I’ll make Krogstad sit there since it’s 

close to the front anyway. 

 

    NORA 

Krogstad? 

 

    TORVALD 

Yeah, Nils Krogstad and I went to college together. I haven’t 

seen him in years. The last district manager, Mr. Davidson, just 

hired him last week, but I’ll be reevaluating whether we keep 

him or not. 

 

    NORA 

And you will, of course. 

 

    TORVALD 

I don’t know. We’ll see. But I shouldn’t talk to you about it 

anymore. It’s not professional, and you don’t need to worry 

about it anyway. All you need to think about is where you want 

to travel. I can finally take you on a belated honeymoon. Five 

years late, but better late than never. 

 

    NORA 

How big of a raise did you get? 
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    TORVALD 

Big enough to take care of my girl the way she deserves. 

(notices the packages under the table) What are these? 

 

    NORA 

No, don’t look! I’m not finished with them. They’re not pretty 

enough to be seen yet. 

 

    TORVALD 

I thought we agreed not to do gifts this year. 

 

    NORA 

I know, but I just had to. The tree looked so sad by itself. It 

needed to have a few packages underneath. 

 

    TORVALD 

Oh, it needed it? 

 

    NORA 

Yes, plus I found the perfect gift, and I just had to get it for 

you. I couldn’t resist. 

 

    TORVALD 

Well, since it’s for me, I suppose I’ll let you off just this 

once.  

 

    NORA 

 (sarcastically) 

Thank you for your magnanimity. 

 

    TORVALD 

That’s a big word for such a tiny girl. Well, I guess since you 

got me a gift, I’ll have to get one for you too. What do you 

want? 

 

    NORA 

No, I didn’t get you a gift to make you get me one. 

 

    TORVALD 

I know, but I want to get you something. It’s Christmas after 

all. 

 

    NORA 

I’m fine. I don’t need anything. 
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    TORVALD 

Come on. You must want something. If you don’t tell me, then I’m 

just going to get you the biggest bag of Red Delicious apples 

that I can find. 

 

    NORA 

Ewww…no! 

 

    TORVALD 

Like imagine the biggest bag you’ve ever seen and multiply that 

by a hundred. 

 

    NORA 

Stop, that’s so gross! 

 

    TORVALD 

I’m going to drive around to different hotels and just take all 

their stickiest, bruised, soft, complimentary apples and fill my 

trunk. 

 

    NORA 

Oh my god, you are the worst! 

 

    TORVALD 

I’m heading there right now. You better tell me what you want or 

I’m going. 

 

    NORA 

Okay, okay, I’ll tell you! 

 

    TORVALD 

Good. You know you should like those apples. Red is a lucky 

color in your culture. 

 

    NORA 

They’re disgusting. They’re always mealy and gross. 

 

    TORVALD 

Whatever. Okay, now tell me what you want. 

 

    NORA 

Promise you won’t get mad? 

 

    TORVALD 

Why would I get mad? 
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    NORA 

Promise? 

 

    TORVALD 

I promise. 

 

    NORA 

Shake on it. 

 

 (TORVALD and NORA shake.) 

 

    TORVALD 

So? 

 

    NORA 

Since you’re insisting on getting me a gift, I would actually 

really just like maybe a little bit of money. 

 

    TORVALD 

Just money? 

 

    NORA 

Yes, not a massive amount. Just some money to spend myself. It 

would be nice to be able to go out and pick something for me. 

 

    TORVALD 

You love those name brands and luxury products, don’t you? Just 

like your dad. Well, since I don’t know any of those things, 

I’ll let you buy your own. 

 

(TORVALD pulls some money out of his wallet and 

hands it to NORA. She reaches for it, and he pulls 

away, refusing to give it to her until she kisses 

him. They kiss.) 

 

    NORA 

Thank you. 

 

    TORVALD 

Are you ready for the party tonight? 

 

    NORA 

Yes, I’ve been practicing being a perfect district manager’s 

wife all day. (imitates a posh person) “Hello, how do you do? 

Very well, thank you.”  
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    TORVALD 

Perfect. You should do exactly that. 

 

    NORA 

I just want to make you proud. 

 

    TORVALD 

You know I’m always proud of you. That’s why I want to show you 

off to my coworkers at tonight’s dinner party. They’ll finally 

see why I’m crazy about you. 

 

    NORA 

Really? 

 

    TORVALD 

Ask them tonight, and you’ll see. They’re sick of hearing me 

talk about you.  

 

    NORA 

I doubt that. 

 

    TORVALD 

No, it’s true. That’s probably why Warren hasn’t dropped by in a 

few weeks. 

 

    NORA 

Is he going to be there? 

 

    TORVALD 

I think so, but he may be on call tonight. 

 

    NORA 

Well, hopefully everyone at the hospital will stay healthy and 

won’t need him. 

 

    TORVALD 

It must be so nice to live in your little world, Nora, where 

everything is always so safe and happy. 

 

    NORA 

How could things be any other way when you are the best husband? 

 

    TORVALD 

And I’ll be able to take even better care of you now that I’ll 

have a bigger salary coming in. No more sad, boring Christmases 

like last year. You remember? 
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    NORA 

How could I forget? 

 

    TORVALD 

You spent so much time at Valerie’s house, making homemade 

ornaments and gifts. 

 

    NORA 

And then her neighbor’s stupid cat came in and ripped everything 

to shreds. I could have murdered it. 

 

    TORVALD 

So violent! 

 

    NORA 

I could have. It was infuriating to have all that time wasted. I 

just wanted to knock its head off. 

 

    TORVALD 

With one karate chop! 

 

    NORA 

Ugh, that damn cat. 

 

    TORVALD 

Language. 

 

    NORA 

Sorry, Captain America. But at least, things are better this 

year. 

 

    TORVALD 

They certainly are. It was so boring last Christmas when I’d get 

home from work and you wouldn’t be here. I’d just be sitting by 

myself wondering when my girl would get back. 

 (Knock at the front door) 

Were you expecting anyone? 

 

    NORA 

No. 

 

    TORVALD 

I’ll get it. 

 

(TORVALD exits. As soon as he leaves the room, NORA 

eats a piece of candy and goes back to wrapping the 
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presents. TORVALD reenters with DR. RANK and 

CHRISTINE.) 

 

    TORVALD 

Nora, Warren is here along with your friend, Christine. 

 

    NORA 

Christine? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Christine Linde. 

 

    TORVALD 

Warren hasn’t seen my home office yet since we rearranged, so 

I’m going to give him the tour. 

 

 (TORVALD exits.) 

 

    WARREN 

Good to see you, Nora. 

 

    NORA 

You too, Warren. We’ve missed you the past few weeks. 

 

    WARREN 

Have you? 

 

    NORA 

Of course. I hope you’re planning on coming tonight to the 

party. 

 

    WARREN 

I might. I’ll let you have some time with your friend. We’ll 

talk later. 

 

    NORA 

Okay. 

 

(WARREN starts to say something, but then exits. 

NORA turns to CHRISTINE.) 

 

    NORA 

So Christine Linde? How are you? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

You don’t remember me, do you? 
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    NORA 

Of course, I do. We met…went to…we were… 

 

    CHRISTINE 

We were neighbors when we were children. We grew up together. We 

went to the same school until high school graduation. 

 

 

    NORA 

Oh! Chrissy! How are you? It’s been so long. How many years? 

Like six?  

 

    CHRISTINE 

About that many. 

 

    NORA 

I didn’t recognize you. You look… 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Tired. I know. I’ve aged very badly these past few years. You 

look wonderful though. You’ve hardly changed.  

 

    NORA 

I heard about your husband passing three years ago. I’m so 

sorry. I should have reached out to you. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

It’s okay. We hadn’t spoken in a while. And I just moved into 

this city a few days ago. 

 

    NORA 

I know, but I feel awful. I should have at least messaged you on 

Facebook or Snapchat or something. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I don’t have a Facebook or a Snapchat. 

 

    NORA 

Oh.  

 

    CHRISTINE 

I’ve been too busy for the social media thing. 

 

    NORA 

I’m sure it’s been difficult for you. 
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    CHRISTINE 

It has. It seems like I’ve been working nonstop for years. 

 

    NORA 

Did your husband make…I mean I’m sure he left you financially 

secure? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

No, he left me as broke as I was before I met him. My life is as 

empty now as it was in our marriage. 

 

    NORA 

You got married a few years before Torvald and I did, didn’t 

you? We just celebrated our fourth anniversary last year by 

renting this house. I’ve been wanting us to get out of 

apartments ever since we got married, but Torvald refuses to 

rent anything on credit. He can be so unreasonable at times. But 

I’m so sorry. You’ve had such a hard few years, and here I am 

talking about myself. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

No, it’s okay. I want to hear about you. How did you convince 

Torvald to get the house? 

 

    NORA 

Oh, I couldn’t. Once Torvald’s decided something, it’s 

impossible to change his mind. We only got the house after he 

had saved up enough for a year’s rent. Oh, and I have to tell 

you something so exciting! Torvald just got a promotion today! 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Oh my god! That’s wonderful!  

 

    NORA 

Yes, he gets his own office now, and it comes with a raise. It 

will be so nice not to be constantly worried about money now. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Yes, it will be nice to have everything you need. 

 

    NORA 

And not just what we need, but a few extra things too. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

You always did like the extras, didn’t you? You never knew how 

to save money. 



11 

 

    NORA 

Well, we’ve had to scrimp and save for a long time. The first 

few years of our marriage were hard. Two months after our 

wedding, Torvald was diagnosed with lung cancer. He had to get 

chemo and radiation for two years before he went into remission. 

Insurance wouldn’t cover everything, and Torvald was so 

stubborn. He refused to go to the treatments until we could pay 

for them. My father finally had to step in and cover the 

payments. Thank god he did because I don’t know what I’d do or 

who I’d be without Torvald.  

 

    CHRISTINE 

Wasn’t that close to the time that your father passed away? I 

got the funeral announcement, but I couldn’t come because of 

work.  

 

    NORA 

Yes, I felt like I was always in hospitals either visiting 

Torvald or my dad. But after a few months, I couldn’t go see my 

dad anymore. He had Alzheimer’s and it just upset him when I 

came. He died halfway through Torvald’s treatments. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I’m so sorry. 

 

    NORA 

Yes, well, he was ready to go. And at least, he saved Torvald 

before he died. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

But everything has been okay since then? 

 

    NORA 

Yes, the cancer is completely gone. He’s been healthy, and work 

has been going so well for him. And now we have our house and 

the promotion. I don’t think I could be any happier. But I have 

to stop talking about myself. Chrissy, tell me more about you. 

Did you really not love your husband? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

No. But he knew. 

 

    NORA 

Then why did you marry him? 
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    CHRISTINE 

What else was I going to do? 

 

    NORA 

What? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I’m not like you Nora. I didn’t have parents who could pay for 

me to get a degree. I couldn’t even save up for college because 

all my waitressing money had to take care of my family. My 

mother was sick, and my brothers were still in high school. 

 

    NORA 

Your husband was well off though, wasn’t he? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

At that time, he was. He was a stockbroker, but after he died, 

everything fell apart, and I was broke again. 

 

    NORA 

So what did you do? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I worked. I went back to waitressing, and I worked other jobs on 

the side. I nannied and cleaned houses and got a part time job 

as a receptionist. I did whatever I could. It feels like all 

I’ve done for the past few years is sleep, eat and work. But 

that’s all over now. My mother died six months ago, and the boys 

graduated last May. They both have jobs and their own places 

now. 

 

    NORA 

Well, that’s good. You must feel so much better. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I just feel tired. I don’t know what to do anymore. I’ve taken 

care of other people for so long that I don’t know how to take 

care of myself. I have no one to love, and I didn’t love the 

people that I had. All I know how to do is work. I am hoping to 

get a position as a receptionist or secretary full time, so I 

can quit my other jobs. 

 

    NORA 

You should take some time off. You’ve been working so long. You 

need to take some time for yourself to just breathe and relax. 
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    CHRISTINE 

You have no idea what I need. (beat) I’m sorry. I shouldn’t have 

said that. You just don’t understand. You can’t. The past few 

years have made me such a bitch. 

  

    NORA 

It’s okay. You are not a bitch. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I am. I know I am. I’ve gotten to the point where I only think 

about what’s best for me. 

 

    NORA 

I’m sure that’s not true. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

It is. I mean, when you told me about Torvald’s promotion, I was 

happy. 

 

    NORA 

Of course, it’s amazing. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

No, I mean I was happy for me. I was happy because I was hoping 

that he would be hiring, and I could use our connection to get a 

fulltime job. 

 

    NORA 

Oh. 

 

    CHRISTINE. 

Yes. I know. It’s awful. I’m awful. 

 

    NORA 

You’re not. It’s completely understandable given everything 

you’ve been through. I’ll talk to him about it. I think he said 

that they needed to hire someone a few weeks ago. I bet I can 

get you an interview. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

That would be incredible. 

 

    NORA 

I don’t know why you would want to work there though. It’s so 

boring. You should look for a more fun job like being a florist 

or something. 
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    CHRISTINE 

Oh Nora, you haven’t changed at all. It’s nice to see that 

you’re as happy as you’ve always been. You’ve hardly grown up at 

all since high school. 

 

    NORA 

That’s not true. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Come on, Nora. Look at you. You’re still young and bubbly while 

I’m old and boring. Life is so much kinder to people who look 

like you than people who look like me. 

 

    NORA 

That might be true, but that doesn’t mean that everything has 

been easy for me. I’ve been through things. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I’m sure you have. 

 

    NORA 

Life hasn’t always been kind to me, Chrissy. I’ve had hardship 

too. I’ve been through more than anyone knows. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Like what? 

 

    NORA 

I saved my husband’s life. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

What? 

 

    NORA 

I saved Torvald. And he has no idea. He thinks that he’s 

sheltered me from everything when I’m actually the one who 

protected him. When Torvald was diagnosed with lung cancer, he 

was refusing to get chemo and radiation because he couldn’t 

afford it. Our insurance wouldn’t cover the full cost, and he 

was so stubborn about getting into debt. So I got the money, and 

he never knew. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Why didn’t you tell him? 
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    NORA 

I couldn’t do that. He would have been so hurt. Torvald wants to 

be the one to take care of everything in our family. If he knew 

that I saved him, he would always doubt himself. I couldn’t do 

that to him. To us. We’re finally healthy and happy.  

 

    CHRISTINE 

But it’s all based on a lie. Wouldn’t it be better to tell him? 

Just get it out in the open, so you don’t have to keep secrets 

anymore. 

 

    NORA 

No, it would completely ruin our marriage. Our life. I wouldn’t 

have anything without Torvald. You remember what my father was 

like. He wasn’t a bad man, but he wanted to control every part 

of my life. I was finally able to be free of him when I got 

married. Torvald gave me everything in my life that matters. I 

can’t jeopardize that. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

How did you pay off the medical bills? 

 

    NORA 

I used my personal budget. The money that Torvald sets aside for 

me to buy clothes, shoes, things like that. I haven’t bought new 

clothes in years. Whenever I needed anything, I just shop at 

Goodwill. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

There’s no way you could pay off all the debt with just that. 

 

    NORA 

No, I also work part time. Torvald has no idea. I have an online 

job where I help people plan their finances and balance budgets. 

And last Christmas, I got a job cleaning a woman’s house. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Really? You worked as a housekeeper? 

 

    NORA 

Is that so surprising? It’s not that difficult to clean. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I just wouldn’t have expected you to take a job like that. 
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    NORA 

Well, needs must. It wasn’t that bad really. I kind of liked it. 

I liked leaving home and helping someone out. And she was such 

an interesting person. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Why? What did she do? 

 

    NORA 

She worked at a huge law firm. I don’t know exactly what she 

did, but it must have been really stressful. I could always tell 

when she had a hard day at work because she’d come home with a 

box of dishes that she’d buy at like Wal-Mart. She had this room 

in her house that was completely empty. No furniture. No 

decorations. Nothing. She’d just take these dishes and smash 

them to pieces in this room. She couldn’t let her anger out at 

work, so she’d wait until she got home and take it out on the 

dishes. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

So that’s all she used that room for? 

 

    NORA 

Yep, it was just a room filled with broken glass. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

What a weird woman. 

 

    NORA 

I don’t know. I kind of liked it. It sort of made sense to me. 

Plus she paid me really well. With the money from that job and 

what I’ve earned online over the past few years, I’ll be able to 

pay off the last of that damn debt after the New Year. 

 

 (WARREN enters.) 

 

    WARREN 

What happens after the New Year? 

 

    NORA 

Oh, nothing. Did Torvald finish giving you the tour? 

 

    WARREN 

Almost. He was quite thorough. 
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    NORA 

He always is. 

 

    WARREN 

We were almost finished, but he had to take a call from 

Krogstad. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Krogstad? 

 

    WARREN 

Nils Krogstad. 

 

    NORA 

He works with Torvald at Dearborn Incorporated. I think he’s 

like a secretary or something. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I think I used to know him. 

 

    WARREN 

Really? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Well, sort of. We were acquainted with each other. 

 

    NORA 

When? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

It was a long time ago. I’m sure he’s a different person now. 

 

    NORA 

Yeah, he’s got a huge family now with like four kids. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Nils is married? I mean, Mr. Krogstad has a wife? 

 

    WARREN 

He did. I think she died a few years ago. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

If I recall correctly, he used to be somewhat of an 

entrepreneur. Didn’t he create with some kind of startup 

company? 
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    WARREN 

He did until he decided that drug dealing brought in more money. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

What? 

 

    WARREN 

Yeah, Krogstad’s a piece of shit. 

 

    NORA 

Warren! 

 

    WARREN 

Sorry, but it’s true. He was dealing drugs while his wife was 

dying. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

What happened to him? 

 

    WARREN 

He was arrested. He got out a few years ago, and they haven’t 

been able to convict him of anything else yet. 

 

    NORA 

You think he’s involved in more crimes? 

 

    WARREN 

I wouldn’t be surprised. I mean look at his family history. His 

father was a criminal too. In and out of jail all the time. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

But he’s clean right now? 

 

    WARREN 

Well, he isn’t charged with anything. But given the area he 

lives in, I wouldn’t hold my breath. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

How do you know so much about Nil…Mr. Krogstad? 

 

    WARREN 

Torvald told me. 

 

    NORA 

My husband? How did he know…? 
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    WARREN 

Well now that they work together, or rather Krogstad works for 

your husband, I assume Torvald did some research on him. 

 

    NORA 

Oh, I see. (reaches into her pocket and pulls out a piece of 

candy) Do you want one? 

 

    WARREN 

I thought you were on a diet. Isn’t that what you told me last 

time I was here? 

 

    NORA 

I was…am. You know how important health is to Torvald and me. 

Chrissy brought these for me. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I did? I did. 

 

    WARREN 

Uh huh…sure. Break me off a piece. 

 

(NORA breaks a piece off and gives it to WARREN. 

TORVALD enters. NORA quickly conceals the candy.) 

 

    TORVALD 

Thank heavens that’s over. I thought he would never shut up. Did 

you have a nice chat with your friend, darling? (kisses NORA) 

Sorry about cutting the tour short, Warren. 

 

    WARREN 

It’s fine. I need to leave anyway. 

 

    NORA 

Really? So soon? I feel like we hardly saw each other. Promise 

you’ll come tonight to the company dinner party? 

 

    WARREN 

I don’t know, Nora. I’m kind of tired. 

 

    NORA 

I don’t care. Promise me. Please. 

 

    WARREN 

Fine, if you really want me. 
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    NORA 

Of course, I do. I always do. 

 

    WARREN 

All right, I’ll come. See you later, Torvald. 

 

 (WARREN exits.) 

 

    TORVALD 

So Ms. Linde, you knew my wife years ago? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Yes, we were neighbors growing up.  

 

    NORA 

Chrissy and I were best friends for a long time. And now, we’re 

finally back together. It’s must be destiny. 

 

    TORVALD 

Really? Destiny? 

 

    NORA 

Well, what else would you call it? 

 

    TORVALD 

A coincidence. 

 

    NORA 

Whatever it is, it brought us back together. Chrissy just got 

here a few days ago, and she hasn’t had time to find a job yet, 

so I was thinking that maybe you could hire her. 

 

    TORVALD 

Oh, you were thinking that, were you? 

 

    NORA 

Yes, because now that you’re the manager, you’ll need a 

secretary or a receptionist or something, right? Don’t all high-

power executives have their own personal assistants? 

 

    TORVALD 

Well, you might have a point there. Ms. Linde, do you have any 

experience working in an office setting? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Yes, I’ve been a receptionist for the past few years. 
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    TORVALD 

Why don’t you step into my office and we can talk some more? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I’d love to if Nora’s all right with me abandoning her for a 

little while. 

 

    TORVALD 

She’ll be fine. Nora hates conversations like this anyway. She’s 

doesn’t understand the business world. 

 

    NORA 

It’s fine, Chrissy. I can finish wrapping my presents. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

All right, see you in a bit. 

 

(TORVALD and CHRISTINE exit. NORA goes back to 

wrapping gifts for a few minutes and eating her 

hidden candy. After a few beats, the doorbell rings. 

NORA opens the door. KROGSTAD is standing there.) 

 

    NORA 

You! 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Hello, Nora. 

 

    NORA 

Torvald’s busy right now, Mr. Krogstad. He’s meeting with 

someone, so you should probably leave. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Who is he meeting with? 

 

    NORA 

None of your business. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

I thought I saw another woman through the window as I walked up. 

Is that who Torvald’s meeting with? 

 

    NORA 

What are you doing here, Mr. Krogstad? 
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    KROGSTAD 

I came to see you. 

 

    NORA 

Why? 

 

    KROGSTAD 

I wanted to talk to you. 

 

    NORA 

About what? 

 

    KROGSTAD 

 (enters the living room) 

Why don’t you sit down, so we can discuss matters more 

comfortably? 

 

    NORA 

I don’t have anything to discuss with you. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Well, I have things I want to discuss with you. 

 

(A few beats. NORA sits. KROGSTAD looks around, 

taking his time.) 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Your house is nice. Do you rent it? 

 

    NORA 

Yes. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Interesting décor. 

 

    NORA 

Torvald picked it out. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Huh. 

 

    NORA 

Well? What did you want to talk to me about? 
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    KROGSTAD 

There are rumors going around the office that your husband is 

thinking of hiring a new assistant. Do you know anything about 

that? 

 

    NORA 

Yes. Torvald’s mentioned it to me. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Do you know if he’s hired anyone yet? 

 

    NORA 

He’s talking to someone right now. An old friend of mine. It was 

actually my idea for him to hire her. I got Torvald to give her 

an interview. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Did you? 

 

    NORA 

Yes. When I want something, I can be very convincing. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

I’m glad to hear that. 

 

    NORA 

Why? 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Because I need you to talk to your husband for me. 

 

    NORA 

About what? 

 

    KROGSTAD 

That woman meeting with your husband is interviewing for my job. 

 

    NORA 

What? 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Torvald is planning on replacing me. As soon as he finds 

someone, he’s going to fire me. 

 

    NORA 

No, that’s ridiculous. 
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    KROGSTAD 

He’s never liked me. Doesn’t matter. I don’t need him to like 

me. I just need him to work with me. And I need you to get him 

to keep me on. 

 

    NORA 

I can’t do that. You don’t know Torvald. When he makes up his 

mind, there’s no changing it. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

But when you want something, you can be very convincing. I’m 

sure you can find a way to persuade him. 

 

    NORA 

I don’t want to. All I want to do is pay off the rest of that 

debt. I just need a few more weeks. Can you please leave me 

alone? 

 

    KROGSTAD 

In a few more weeks, I’ll be out of a job. 

 

    NORA 

So get a different one. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

This isn’t just about the job, Nora. This is my reputation on 

the line. I’ve made mistakes in my life, okay? But I’ve paid for 

them, and I am trying to turn things around. I’m trying to give 

my sons what they deserve. Getting fired from this job will ruin 

any chance for a future. Do you know how lucky I was to get 

hired? Do you know how hard it is to get job when you have a 

criminal background? (scoffs) Of course, you don’t. Look at you. 

You’re not even a person. You have no idea what I’ve been 

through and what I’ve done to get here. And you have no idea 

what I will do to keep this life. 

 

    NORA 

I can’t help you. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Can’t or won’t? 

 

    NORA 

Does it matter? I don’t owe you anything. I have to pay the fast 

cash place back, not you. And you haven’t worked there for 
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months ever since Dearborn hired you. My loan is now none of 

your concern. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

But it could become your husband’s concern. You still haven’t 

told him about it, have you? 

 

    NORA 

If you tell Torvald, he’ll still fire you. He’ll probably fire 

you even sooner because he’ll be pissed off. I’m almost finished 

with my payments, so it’ll be worse for you than me. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Really? What if your husband knew about the paperwork with the 

loan? 

 

    NORA 

Paperwork? You think he’s going to care about the paperwork? 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Do you remember what happened when you first applied for the 

loan? 

 

    NORA 

I was denied, but that wasn’t my fault. My father never let me 

have a credit card, and all of our apartments were in Torvald’s 

name, so I didn’t have a credit score. But they changed their 

minds. 

  

    KROGSTAD 

They changed their minds after you got a co-signer. 

 

    NORA 

Yes, my father co-signed with me. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Did he? 

 

    NORA 

Yes, he knew how much I needed the money, so he signed the 

paperwork and mailed it in. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Why didn’t he come in to sign it in person? 
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    NORA 

He wasn’t feeling well at that time, so he didn’t want to leave 

his home. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

And where exactly was his home? 

 

    NORA 

His home? 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Yes, where was he living? 

 

    NORA 

He lived…he was living…I mean he… 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Isn’t it true that he was in an assisted living home at that 

time?  

 

    NORA 

Uh…um…he… 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Isn’t it true that he had been in that assisted living home 

months before he “co-signed” your loan? Isn’t it true that he 

had severe Alzheimer’s and died shortly afterwards? And isn’t it 

true that you did not have power of attorney and had no right to 

make any financial decisions on his behalf? 

 

    NORA 

My father wanted to help me save Torvald. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Your father was not in a mental state to sign financial 

documents. He was not legally allowed to be your co-signer. 

 

    NORA 

But he signed the paperwork. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

He couldn’t even hold a pen. You forged his signature on the 

paperwork, and you mailed it in. 

 

    NORA 

I…I… 
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    KROGSTAD 

Just admit it! 

 

    NORA 

I didn’t mean…I just thought…there was… 

 

    KROGSTAD 

You broke the law! 

 

    NORA 

That was never my intention! 

 

    KROGSTAD 

But you signed his name! 

 

    NORA 

So what? I signed his name. Fine. Who cares? I saved my 

husband’s life. Maybe what I did was illegal, but it saved 

Torvald. Nothing else matters. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Maybe not to you, but it does to the law. 

 

    NORA 

No, they’ll understand that I did what I had to do for my 

family. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

The law doesn’t give a shit about your family. 

 

    NORA 

You don’t know… 

 

    KROGSTAD 

I know more than you ever will. My family was stuck in a tiny 

apartment for years. I couldn’t afford to move us. I could 

barely afford to keep food on our table. My kids were living in 

cockroaches and bedbugs and moldy walls. So I started selling 

weed. Just a little to keep the electricity on or make sure the 

water didn’t get shut off. And then my wife got sick, and I had 

to pay the doctors. The bills kept piling up. So I moved on to 

coke. If people wanted it, they were going to get it from 

someone. I might as well be the one getting paid. Didn’t matter 

in the end. She died anyway. And I got caught. And the law 

didn’t give a shit. 
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    NORA 

I’m sorry. I didn’t know. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

How would you? Someone like you will never understand until 

you’re in it too. And you are. 

 

    NORA 

I just wanted to help my husband. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Try explaining that to a judge. All they’ll see is a spoiled 

little girl who used her dying, mentally disabled father for 

money. If you want to keep out of jail, you’ll do what I want. 

 

    NORA 

Why are you doing this? You know what it feels like to do 

something desperate for someone you love. You should be helping 

me. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

No, I should be helping myself. People like you don’t deserve 

anything. You blame people like me for the world’s problems. 

Ignore my needs, my pain until you want something. And then, you 

act like I owe it to you. I don’t owe you anything. I will not 

lose this job. (beat) I’ve already got an email with a copy of 

your loan paperwork ready to send to your husband. I’ll expect a 

text from you before tonight’s company party confirming that my 

job is safe. If I don’t hear from you by then, I’ll send the 

email to your husband and then call my old boss and tell him 

about your forgery.  

 

    NORA 

I can try to talk to Torvald, but I don’t know that he’ll… 

 

    KROGSTAD 

 (interrupts) 

Don’t bullshit me, Nora! Just don’t. You have until tonight. 

(walks to the door) Just be a better person, Nora. 

 

(KROGSTAD exits. Beat. TORVALD calls Nora’s name 

several times offstage. NORA doesn’t register. 

TORVALD enters.) 
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    TORVALD 

Hey, do you know where I set my briefcase? I thought I put it in 

my office, but it wasn’t there. Hello? (crosses to NORA) Nora? 

 

    NORA 

What? 

 

    TORVALD 

What’s wrong with you? Didn’t you hear me? 

 

    NORA 

No, sorry. My mind was somewhere else. 

 

    TORVALD 

You must have been in some kind of deep Buddhist trance or 

something. I called your name like ten times. 

 

    NORA 

What’s wrong? 

 

    TORVALD 

Nothing’s wrong. I just can’t find my briefcase. Do you know 

where it is? 

 

    NORA 

Oh, yeah. You dropped it on the couch when you came in. 

 

    TORVALD 

Thanks! I wanted to get a hard copy of the job description, so 

Christine can take it with her. 

 

    NORA 

Oh. 

 

    TORVALD 

Yeah, I think she’s going to be a really good fit actually. Oh, 

was somebody just here? I thought I heard the door close a while 

ago. 

 

    NORA 

It was nothing. So you think you’re going to hire Chrissy? 

 

    TORVALD 

Yeah, it’s amazing that I found someone this fast. This means I 

don’t have to go through countless painful interviews. And I can 

let go of the dead weight in the office sooner than I expected. 
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    NORA 

You’re firing someone? 

 

    TORVALD 

I was planning on letting him go anyway. 

 

    NORA 

Maybe you should keep Krogstad on a little longer. I mean that 

way he can show Chrissy what to do. He can train her for you, so 

you can just focus on the boss stuff. 

 

    TORVALD 

I really just want to get rid of him as soon as possible. Wait, 

I never told you who I was getting rid of. How did you know it 

was Krogstad? 

 

    NORA 

Oh…I was just…he… 

 

    TORVALD 

He was here, wasn’t he? He was the person who just left. 

 

    NORA 

Yeah. 

 

    TORVALD 

Did he ask you to talk to me? 

 

    NORA 

Kind of. 

 

    TORVALD 

Kind of? 

 

    NORA 

I mean he just mentioned that it would be great if I could put 

in a good word for him. He seems like a nice guy. 

 

    TORVALD 

A nice guy? He’s a convicted felon. He’s a drug dealer. 

 

    NORA 

But he’s clean now, right? 
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    TORVALD 

That doesn’t change what he’s done. He’s a criminal. I have no 

idea why Mr. Davidson even hired him in the first place. 

Probably felt sorry for him. 

 

    NORA 

Don’t you? 

 

    TORVALD 

No because it’s all an act. You can’t trust people like him. 

They never change. And I don’t need him infecting the rest of 

the office. I can’t believe he came to my house. That’s so 

unprofessional. Why didn’t you tell me he was here? 

 

    NORA 

I don’t know. I didn’t want to upset you. 

 

    TORVALD 

Well, I’m much more upset that you didn’t tell me. Nora, I need 

to know these things. You need to tell me everything. No secrets 

between the two of us. Okay? 

 

    NORA 

Okay. 

 

    TORVALD 

Promise? 

 

    NORA 

Promise. 

 

 (NORA and TORVALD shake hands.) 

 

    TORVALD 

Good. Now, let’s forget about him. I’m going to finish up with 

Ms. Linde, and you should start getting ready for tonight. 

 

    NORA 

Okay, I still haven’t decided what to wear yet. 

 

    TORVALD 

Wear your red kimono dress. You look hot in it. 

 

    NORA 

You mean my cheongsam? 
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    TORVALD 

Same thing. You know what I meant. And do the chopstick hair bun 

thing. I love it when you do that. 

 

    NORA 

Okay. 

 

    TORVALD 

All right, I’m going to get back to Ms. Linde now. She’s going 

to be so great. And it’ll be nice to have a woman as my 

assistant instead of a guy. 

 

    NORA 

How come? 

 

    TORVALD 

Guys just like to compete too much. Women are fine working where 

they’re placed, but guys are always pushing. Especially 

Krogstad. I can feel him trying to shove his way up the ladder. 

 

    NORA 

Maybe he’s just trying to take initiative. Follow your lead, you 

know. You could be really good for him. Set an example of how to 

be successful. 

 

    TORVALD 

No, I can’t work with him any longer. He doesn’t respect me. 

 

    NORA 

What do you mean? 

 

    TORVALD 

Krogstad thinks because we knew each other in high school, he 

can just come up and talk to me whenever. I’m his boss, but he 

acts like we’re on the same level. I mean he shouldn’t be 

talking to me unless it’s about work. But the other day, when 

the corporate manager was here, Krogstad just walked up to me 

and started talking about his favorite football team. I know he 

did that to try to make management think we’re friends or 

something. 

 

    NORA 

Are you sure that’s what he was trying to do? 

 

    TORVALD 

Of course I’m sure! 
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    NORA 

I mean that just seems kind of ridiculous. 

 

    TORVALD 

Never mind. I should have known you wouldn’t understand. 

 

    NORA 

Torvald… 

 

    TORVALD 

No, it’s fine. Whatever. I’m getting rid of him anyway. 

 

    NORA 

I really think you should reconsider. 

 

    TORVALD 

I’m not going to. 

 

    NORA 

Just hear me out. You’re going to have a lot of work with your 

promotion, so you may end up needing two assistants. 

 

    TORVALD 

I’ll manage. 

 

    NORA 

It just seems like a silly reason to fire someone. 

 

    TORVALD 

Silly? 

 

    NORA 

Well, maybe not silly. Just kind of…petty. 

 

    TORVALD 

Nora, I’m not discussing this with you anymore. Frankly, it’s 

none of your business anyway. Krogstad should never have come 

here, and you should have never spoken to him. Can’t you see 

what he was trying to do? He’s trying to come between you and 

me, and it’s working. I need you to be on my side. 

 

    NORA 

I am. I’m just telling you that I think you’re making the wrong 

decision. If you fire him, something bad will happen. I know it. 
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    TORVALD 

Nora, nothing’s going to happen. I’m sorry. I should have known 

that he scared you. He probably threatened you, didn’t he? 

 

    NORA 

No, it’s not that. He… 

 

    TORVALD 

It’s all right. I’ll make sure you’re safe. I promise. Don’t 

worry about anything. I’ll protect you. I’m going to email 

Krogstad right now. I’ll tell him not to even bother coming to 

the party tonight. You’ll never have to see him again. You just 

go get dressed. 

 

(TORVALD quickly kisses NORA and exits. Beat. There 

is a knock at the door. NORA crosses to the door and 

opens it.) 

 

    NORA 

Please, you have to rethink telling my husband because he 

won’t…(NORA sees WARREN standing at the door.) Oh, you’re not…I 

thought…Warren, what are you doing back here? 

 

    WARREN 

I had to see you. 

 

    NORA 

Well, if you had waited a few hours, you would have seen me at 

the Christmas party. 

 

    WARREN 

I can’t go to the party. 

 

    NORA 

Why not? 

 

    WARREN 

 (enters the living room) 

Who did you think was at the door? 

 

    NORA 

What? 

 

    WARREN 

You were saying that you didn’t want your husband to know 

something. 
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    NORA 

It’s nothing. 

 

    WARREN 

Guess I’m not the only one keeping a secret from Torvald. 

 

    NORA 

You have a secret? What is it? 

 

    WARREN 

It’s nothing. 

 

    NORA 

I want to know. Tell me. 

 

    WARREN 

No, you don’t. 

 

    NORA 

Come on, Warren. When have you ever kept a secret from me? You 

tell me everything. 

 

    WARREN 

Not everything, Nora. Never everything. A man has to keep a few 

secrets. 

 

    NORA 

Why wouldn’t you tell me? 

 

    WARREN 

Do you ever feel like something bad is going to happen? Like 

there’s a dark cloud hanging over you that’s ready to rain at 

any moment? 

 

    NORA 

Yes. I mean, I guess so. Sometimes. Maybe. Do you feel that way? 

 

    WARREN 

Nora, something bad is going to happen. Very soon. And Torvald 

has no idea. 

 

    NORA 

How did you…are you going to tell him? 
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    WARREN 

No, he can never know. But I have to tell someone. So I guess 

I’m telling you. 

 

    NORA 

Telling me what? 

 

    WARREN 

I’m going to die. 

 

    NORA 

What? What are you talking about? 

 

    WARREN 

I’m sick. Cancer. 

 

    NORA 

But you’re a doctor. 

 

    WARREN 

I know. Ironic, isn’t it? Inoperable brain tumors are still 

inoperable even when you’re a doctor. 

 

    NORA 

How long have you known? 

 

    WARREN 

Just a few months. 

 

    NORA 

Is that why you haven’t been coming over? Why didn’t you tell 

us?  

 

    WARREN 

I’m sorry. I didn’t want Torvald to know. He can’t see me like 

this. I don’t want him to remember me being sick. Weak. 

 

    NORA 

Are you ever going to tell him? 

 

    WARREN 

I can’t. Nora, I just can’t. 

 

    NORA 

How long do you have? 
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    WARREN 

Not long. I’m getting some more precise results tonight. I’ll 

let you know. 

 

    NORA 

I’m so sorry, Warren. I don’t know what else to say. 

 

    WARREN 

There’s nothing to say. (beat) Thank you, Nora. 

 

    NORA 

For what? 

 

    WARREN 

For listening. You’ve always been my closest friend. I’d do 

anything for you. 

 

    NORA 

You would? 

 

    WARREN 

Of course. 

 

    NORA 

Warren, you’re so sweet. But you don’t actually mean that, do 

you? 

 

    WARREN 

Nora, what do you need? 

 

    NORA 

I’m dealing with something kind of private right now. With like 

some financial things. 

 

    WARREN 

Do you need money? 

 

    NORA 

Ugh, such a cliché. A doctor with money. No, I’ve figured out 

the money part. But I may need another favor. With some 

paperwork things. 

 

    WARREN 

What kind of paperwork? 
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    NORA 

You really would do anything for me? 

 

    WARREN 

Yes. I love you. 

 

    NORA 

Awww…I love you too. 

 

    WARREN 

No. Nora, I love you. I have always loved you. I’ve loved you 

ever since Torvald introduced us. And I never told you because I 

couldn’t. I couldn’t lose our friendship because it was the only 

thing that made my life worth anything. But I have to tell you 

now. Before it’s too late. 

 

    NORA 

Warren, I… 

 

    WARREN 

You don’t have to say anything. I’m not expecting anything from 

you. I just had to tell you. Now, what paperwork do you need my 

help with? 

 

    NORA 

You know what. Forget I said anything. I’ll figure it out. 

 

    WARREN 

Nora, you don’t have to do it on your own. Let me help you. 

 

    NORA 

No, it’s fine. I can’t ask you to help me. I’m sure you have 

much more important things to care of.  

 

    WARREN 

Please. I would rather spend my last time here helping you than 

doing anything else. 

 

    NORA 

You don’t have to worry about my thing. Why don’t we talk about 

something else? 

 

    WARREN 

I’m sorry, Nora. I should go. I’ve screwed up everything. I 

should never have said anything to you. 
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    NORA 

No, don’t leave. Warren, I love having you here. We have so much 

fun together. 

 

    WARREN 

Fun? Yeah, sure. Fun. 

 

    NORA 

Warren, I don’t…you’ve always been my best friend. 

 

    WARREN 

Yeah, I know. Your friend. I knew you never saw me as anything 

more. Women never do. I’m the best friend type. I’m sweet and 

easy to talk to and always there. I’m not like Torvald. I don’t 

look like him. I don’t act like him. I’m not the Prince 

Charming. I’m the best friend. 

 

    NORA 

Warren, you’re not my friend just because you’re here. I don’t 

like being with you just because I can talk to you. When I’m 

with you, I don’t have to try. We don’t owe each other anything. 

We don’t have to try to be better for each other. We can just 

be. 

 

(WARREN leans and kisses NORA. There is nothing.) 

 

   NORA 

Warren…(NORA’s phone rings) I have to answer this. 

 

    WARREN 

Saved by the bell. 

 

    NORA 

I’m sorry, Warren. Please don’t leave. Torvald’s in his office 

with Chrissy, but you can wait in the kitchen. We’ll talk after 

I take care of this. 

 

    WARREN 

Okay, Nora. Whatever you want. 

 

(WARREN exits. NORA answers her phone. CHRISTINE 

enters during NORA’s phone call.) 
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    NORA 

 (on the phone) 

Hello. Yes, I know. Please stop yelling at me. I tried. No, I 

did. He wouldn’t listen to me. Please don’t send the email. You 

can’t tell him. You can’t tell anyone. I won’t let you. I will 

not let you ruin Torvald’s life. I’ll kill myself first. I am 

not being dramatic. I can’t do anything else for you. No, don’t. 

I don’t want to see you. I mean it, don’t come over here. Hello? 

Hello? (hangs up phone) Damn it! 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Nora? Is something wrong? 

 

    NORA 

Chrissy, I didn’t know you were in here. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Sorry, I just finished with your husband and wanted to see you 

before I left. 

 

    NORA 

Oh, okay. Torvald’s not around here is he? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

No, he’s finishing up with a few things in his office. Nora, 

what’s wrong? 

 

    NORA 

Wrong? Nothing’s wrong. Why would you think that? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Nora, what is going on? You can tell me. You just helped me. Let 

me return the favor. 

 

    NORA 

Chrissy, I screwed up. I screwed up, and I think I might lose 

everything now. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Tell me what happened. 

 

    NORA 

You know how I told you that my father co-signed with me so I 

could get the money to save Torvald? 
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    CHRISTINE 

Yes. 

 

    NORA 

I lied. My father couldn’t sign anything. He wasn’t allowed to, 

and I knew the stupid attorney wouldn’t help me, so I just wrote 

my father’s name down. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

You forged his signature? 

 

    NORA 

Yes, I didn’t think it was a big deal. I was going to pay all 

the money back, and nobody would know. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

But someone found out. 

 

    NORA 

Yes. Mr. Krogstad. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Nils? How? 

 

    NORA 

He was working at the fast cash place when I got the loan. I 

didn’t know he had changed jobs and was working with Torvald 

until today. Mr. Krogstad figured it out. And he came here and 

said he would tell my husband and the police everything unless I 

could convince Torvald not to fire him. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

So do it. Get Torvald to keep Nils. 

 

    NORA 

You think I haven’t tried that already?! He won’t listen to me. 

I tried everything I could think of, but he still fired him. He 

sent him the email a few minutes ago. And now, Krogstad’s coming 

over here, and I don’t know what to do.  

 

    CHRISTINE 

Calm down, Nora. It’ll be all right. 

 

    NORA 

You don’t know that. You can’t know that. Promise me, Chrissy. 

Promise me that if anything happens to me, you’ll tell everyone 
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that Torvald didn’t know anything. I’m the one who broke the 

law, not him. It was all my fault. It is all my fault. Help me, 

Chrissy. Help me please. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Okay, I will. I will. You have to calm down, Nora. Everything’s 

going to be okay. I’ll help you. 

 

    NORA 

How? How can anyone help me? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I’ll talk to Nils…Krogstad, I mean. 

 

    NORA 

He won’t listen. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

He’ll listen to me. We…we used to know one another. I met him 

after you went to college. 

 

    NORA 

I know. You told me. But I don’t think it’ll make a difference. 

He used to know Torvald too, but that’s not stopping him. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

The way I knew Nils and the way Torvald knew Nils were quite 

different. 

 

    NORA 

What do you…(realizing)…oh… 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Yes. Let me talk to him when comes. I might be able to change 

his mind. 

 

    NORA 

Really? Thank you, Chrissy. Thank you so much. I don’t know what 

I’d do without you. 

 

 (TORVALD enters.) 

 

    TORVALD 

Well, you’d still have me. I know that I’m not as pretty as Ms. 

Linde, but I hope you married me for more than my looks. 
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    NORA 

Oh Torvald, don’t be so ridiculous. Come on. Let’s get dressed. 

Chrissy’s going to wait out here for a minute, so she can help 

me with my hair. 

 

    TORVALD 

Okay, slow down. What’s the rush? 

 

    NORA 

We don’t want to be late. That wouldn’t look good for the new 

district manager. 

 

    TORVALD 

All right. 

 

    NORA 

Now, you have to promise me that you won’t do any more work for 

the rest of the evening. 

 

    TORVALD 

I don’t have anything else to do. 

 

    NORA 

Promise me. Chrissy can be our witness. No more phone calls or 

emails or text messages or anything. Ignore all of them just for 

the next few hours. 

 

    TORVALD 

Everything? What if it’s something important? 

 

    NORA 

I don’t care. You have to promise! 

 

    TORVALD 

I don’t know what’s gotten into you. 

 

    NORA 

Just promise me. Please. 

 

    TORVALD 

Okay, I promise. 

 

 (TORVALD and NORA shake hands.) 
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    NORA 

Thank you. Now, let’s get dressed. Chrissy, I’ll be back in a 

minute. 

 

(TORVALD and NORA exit. Beat. CHRISTINE sits. Beat. 

KROGSTAD bursts through the front door.) 

 

    KROGSTAD 

I warned you, Nora! I told you that if you didn’t convince your 

husband, I would…(sees CHRISTINE) You’re not Nora. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

No. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Christine. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Nils. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

What are you doing here? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I think that’s a better question for me to ask you. Especially 

after that melodramatic entrance. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

I wasn’t being melodramatic. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Please. It was like watching a high school production of Romeo 

and Juliet. (beat) You always were a passionate person. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

And you always enjoyed giving me shit for that. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Apparently, I still do. (beat) How are you, Nils? 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Fine. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Really? 

 



45 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Yes. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I see your communication skills are the same as always. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

What do you want me to say, Chris? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I know, Nils. Okay, I know. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

You know what? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Why you’re here. What happened to you. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

It didn’t just happen. Torvald did this. I didn’t want this. 

None of this would be happening if Torvald had just left me 

alone. This is his own damn fault. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I know, and I’m sorry. I didn’t mean for this to happen either. 

I never thought when I asked Nora to help me find a job that 

Torvald would… 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Wait, what? You took my job? You stole my goddamn job! 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I wasn’t trying to hurt you. I didn’t mean to. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Of course, you didn’t. You never mean anything. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

What? 

 

    KROGSTAD 

You didn’t mean to take my job. You didn’t mean to hurt me. You 

obviously never mean anything. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

That’s not true! 
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    KROGSTAD 

Keep talking, Chris. We both know there’s nothing there. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I never lied to you!  

 

    KROGSTAD 

Bullshit! 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Everything I told you was the truth! 

 

    KROGSTAD 

You married someone else, Chris! You told me that you loved me, 

and you married someone else. You didn’t even have the decency 

to tell me to my face. You wouldn’t answer my calls; you ignored 

my emails; you cut me off! All I meant to you was eight words in 

one text message. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I couldn’t. I couldn’t tell you in person. I couldn’t see you. I 

couldn’t hear your voice. Because I knew if I did, I wouldn’t be 

able to marry him. I wouldn’t be able to marry anyone, but you. 

I would never be able to leave you. And my life could not be all 

about me. I had others to think of. My mother. My brothers. 

needed safety. They needed a future. They needed me, and I 

thought it was my duty to help them. I thought what I needed 

didn’t matter. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Sounds like you got what you wanted. A rich husband. Money. 

Security. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

That’s not what I needed. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Well, what did you need? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

You. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Why are you telling me all of this? What’s the point of digging 

the past up? 
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    CHRISTINE 

You’re the one who started it! 

 

    KROGSTAD 

You’re the one who took my job! 

 

    CHRISTINE 

You’re the one who asked me out first! 

 

    KROGSTAD 

You’re the one who broke my…you know what. No, I’m not doing 

this with you. It’s not worth it. I can’t go back there. I can’t 

go back to that place. I mean, what am I supposed to think? You 

left me, and now, all of a sudden, you’re back and you’re saying 

these things, and I don’t…What do you want from me, Chris? 

 

 (CHRISTINE kisses KROGSTAD. Passionately.) 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Does that answer your question? 

 

    KROGSTAD 

I don’t know. You always said I wasn’t too bright. Maybe I need 

some more clarification. 

 

 (KROGSTAD kisses CHRISTINE. Passionately.) 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Tell me what you want, Chris. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

What I’ve always wanted. You. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Well, it’s not just me anymore. I come as a package deal now. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I know. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

And you’re okay with that? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Nils, your children are a part of who you are. And I don’t want 

parts. I want all of you. 

 



48 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Chris, you have no idea what this means to me. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Yes, I do. Because it means the same for me too. (CHRISTINE 

kisses KROGSTAD) Now come on. We need to leave before Nora and 

Torvald come out. I can’t imagine what they’ll think if they 

catch us making love on their living room couch. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Chris, wait a second. Was that what this is all about? You 

didn’t want me telling Torvald the truth? Are you doing all of 

this for your new boss? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

No. I’m done doing things for other people. I’ve spent too many 

years focused on other people. It’s my turn now. It’s time for 

my life to be about me. I get to be selfish now. I don’t have to 

give up what I need to take care of other people now. It’s time 

for my happiness. And what makes me happy is you. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

But only if I keep Nora’s secret, right? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I don’t give a shit what you do with her secret. I don’t give a 

shit about anyone but you. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

So you weren’t here for them? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Not anymore. In the beginning, yes. Nora did ask me to talk to 

you. She wanted me to stop you. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

What changed your mind? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I saw you. Krogstad, tell him. Tell Torvald. He needs to know 

the truth. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Nora will get upset though. What if you lose your job? 
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    CHRISTINE 

It’ll be worth it. Torvald needs to know. He needs to know that 

he’s not superior to you. That you’re exactly the same. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

Okay, I’ll send the email. 

 

 (NORA is heard offstage coming nearer.) 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Wait for me outside. I have to talk to Nora for a second, and 

then we can go. 

 

    KROGSTAD 

You’re really coming with me? 

 

    CHRSTINE 

Yes, I promise. Now go. 

 

(KROGSTAD kisses CHRISTINE quickly, then exits. NORA 

enters.) 

 

    NORA 

Chrissy, did he come? Did you talk to him? Has he changed his 

mind? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Nora, why don’t you sit down? 

 

    NORA 

We don’t have long. Torvald will be out of the shower soon. What 

happened? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

He came, and we spoke. 

 

    NORA 

And? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Nora, you need to talk to Torvald. 

 

    NORA 

Oh. 
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    CHRISTINE 

It would be better if you told him before he gets the email from 

Nils. 

 

    NORA 

So he wouldn’t listen to you either. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

No, he did. I told him that he should go ahead. 

 

    NORA 

What? Why would you do that? 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Because Torvald needs to know. Don’t you see, Nora? He thinks 

he’s above everyone. 

 

    NORA 

That’s ridiculous! 

 

    CHRISTINE 

It’s the truth! He thinks he’s always right. He never does 

anything wrong, and if anyone disagrees with him, he shuts them 

down. 

 

    NORA 

He does not! 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Torvald fired Nils for no reason! 

 

    NORA 

He fired Krogstad because he’s a criminal! 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Nils paid his price! He did the time! All he wants is a fresh 

start! Why can’t Torvald let him have that? Is his ego so 

fragile he can’t stand having another man in the office?! 

 

    NORA 

Don’t talk about my husband that way! 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Then don’t call the man I love a criminal! 
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    NORA 

 (beat) 

So that’s what happened. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I’m sorry, Nora. I wasn’t expecting this to happen, but when I 

saw Nils, I knew. I’ve never stopped loving him. I didn’t mean 

to hurt you. That’s why I’m telling you everything now. So you 

have a chance to talk to Torvald before he reads the email. 

 

    NORA 

I’m not going to tell him. None of you can make me. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

Nora, this is for your own good too. 

 

    NORA 

Don’t. Don’t you dare. 

    CHRISTINE 

He needs to know that he can’t control you. That he doesn’t own 

you. You’re in charge of your own life. Not him. 

 

    NORA 

You’re full of shit. You don’t want me to make my own choices. 

You’re trying to force me to do what you want. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

That’s not what… 

 

    NORA 

 (interrupts) 

You’re the one who thinks they know everything. The second you 

walked in here, you acted like you were so much smarter and 

wiser and more mature than me. You were mocking me to my face. 

You think I didn’t notice you laughing at me? Looking down at 

me? My life isn’t less valuable than yours just because we’ve 

been through different things! You have no idea who I am or what 

I feel! You don’t have a monopoly on pain! 

 

 (CHRISTINE starts for the door. She pauses.) 

 

    CHRISTINE 

I kept my promise. I’m trying to help you. Just let me. Please. 

 

    NORA 

I’ll kill myself before I tell him. 
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    CHRISTINE 

You can give Torvald my resignation. Thanks anyway. (beat) Nora, 

you deserve to be known. 

 

 (TORVALD enters.) 

 

    TORVALD 

Nora, I’ve got a few work emails that I need to answer, so it’s 

going to be a few more minutes.  

 

    NORA 

No! Don’t look at them. You promised. 

 

    TORVALD 

I know, but they look really important. It won’t take long. 

 

    NORA 

Torvald. You promised. 

 

    TORVALD 

Okay, fine. If it means that much to you. Sorry, Ms. Linde. I 

didn’t mean to interrupt girl-time. 

 

    CHRISTINE 

It’s fine. I was just leaving anyway. Goodbye, Nora. 

 

 (CHRISTINE exits.) 

 

    TORVALD 

She’d be so much prettier if she smiled more. Those frown lines 

are like permanently etched into her face. I’m so glad you won’t 

ever have to worry about that with that Asian skin. You’ll look 

like my young bride forever. 

 

    NORA 

Yes. 

 

    TORVALD 

I can’t believe you two were ever friends. You’re completely 

different from each other, thank god!  

 

    NORA 

She’s…a complicated person. 

 

 

 



53 

 

    TORVALD 

Well, I’m glad you’re just my little girl. (kisses NORA) I love 

that you’re always so happy to see me. You’re my favorite 

person, you know that? 

 

    NORA 

Thank you. 

 

    TORVALD 

I mean it. Our marriage is the best thing in my life. I don’t 

know what I’d do if I didn’t have you. If you didn’t belong to 

me. 

 

(TORVALD starts becoming more passionate towards 

NORA.) 

 

    NORA 

We shouldn’t be doing this right now. We have to finish getting 

ready. 

 

    TORVALD 

We have time. You always have time for this. 

 

    NORA 

I’m just a little tired. 

 

    TORVALD 

This will wake you up. (kisses NORA again)  

 

    NORA 

I just need a few minutes alone. 

 

    TORVALD 

 (continues his advances) 

I’m sorry. You just look so sexy and exotic in that dress. I 

can’t help myself. I feel like I’m in another country, and 

you’re my lover. Like I just arrived in an ancient kingdom and 

found the most beautiful woman, whom all the other men wanted. 

But I defeated every one of them and took her. She became mine, 

and no one could take her away from me. 

 

    NORA 

You’re being ridiculous. 
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    TORVALD 

Well, it’s your fault. You’re too beautiful. It’s driving me to 

insanity! 

 

 (TORVALD starts for NORA again when WARREN enters.) 

 

    WARREN 

Nora, I heard from…oh, sorry. Am I interrupting something? 

 

    NORA 

No. 

 

    TORVALD 

 (at the same time as NORA) 

Yes. I didn’t know you were here. I thought you had left. 

 

    WARREN 

I did, but I came back because I had forgotten to tell Nora 

something. 

 

    TORVALD 

Oh, well it’s kind of late. We have to leave soon. 

 

    NORA 

I’m so sorry, Warren. I was going to come talk to you right 

away, but things kept happening. 

 

    WARREN 

That’s okay. I’m have to go now anyway. I just wanted to let you 

know that I got the results, and I’ll be leaving in a few weeks. 

A month at the most. So I won’t be seeing you before then. 

 

    NORA 

Warren, you don’t have to stay away. 

 

    WARREN 

I know. But I think it would be best if I did. Goodbye, Nora. 

 

    NORA 

 (takes WARREN’s hand) 

Goodbye, Warren. 

 

 (WARREN exits.) 

 

    TORVALD 

What was that all about? 
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    NORA 

What do you mean? 

 

    TORVALD 

He was being really weird. Is he high or something? 

 

    NORA 

No. 

 

    TORVALD 

Then what’s up with him? Why did he come back? 

 

    NORA 

He just wanted to talk to me. 

 

    TORVALD 

About what? 

 

    NORA 

Just some private matters. 

 

    TORVALD 

Like what? 

 

    NORA 

He doesn’t want you to know. 

 

    TORVALD 

You promised. No more secrets. 

 

    NORA 

He’s dying. 

 

    TORVALD 

What? 

 

    NORA 

He has terminal brain cancer. A tumor. And he doesn’t have much 

time left. 

 

    TORVALD 

Why didn’t he tell me? 

 

    NORA 

He didn’t want you to remember him that way. That’s why he’s 

been staying away. 
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    TORVALD 

God, that sucks. Poor Warren. 

 

    NORA 

Yes. Poor Warren. 

 

    TORVALD 

He’s so young. We’re basically the same age. God! Life is so 

unpredictable, isn’t it? We have to take what we can before it’s 

too late. I’m so sorry, Nora. I know how much he meant to you. 

 

    NORA 

He does. So much. 

 

    TORVALD 

We’ll just have to depend on each other even more. Be there for 

one another. This is so hard, but it will bring us closer 

together, Nora. Eventually, we’ll be able to see how this made 

us stronger. (embraces NORA) I wish I could keep all of this 

away from you. I wish I could build a wall around you and keep 

you inside, safe from everything bad in the world. I love you so 

much, Nora. 

 

    NORA 

Really? 

 

    TORVALD 

Of course. 

 

    NORA 

I love you too, Torvald. (beat) I think…I think you should go 

check your emails in your office. We have a few minutes before 

we need to go. 

 

    TORVALD 

Okay. I’ll only be a few minutes. 

 

    NORA 

Yeah, go. I’ll finish getting ready. 

 

    TORVALD 

All right. 

 

 (TORVALD starts to leave.) 
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    NORA 

Torvald? 

 

    TORVALD 

Yes. 

 

    NORA 

Do you love me? 

 

    TORVALD 

Of course. 

 

    NORA 

Promise? 

 

    TORVALD 

Do you want me to shake on it? 

 

    NORA 

No. I just need to hear you say it one more time. 

 

    TORVALD 

I love you, Nora. More than anything in the world. I would die 

to protect you. 

 

    NORA 

Okay. Go ahead. 

 

(TORVALD exits. NORA sits for a moment, then begins 

putting on her shoes and her coat.) 

 

    NORA 

I love you too. 

 

(NORA picks up a knife/sword decoration from the 

living room décor.) 

 

    NORA 

Goodbye, Torvald. 

 

    TORVALD 

 (offstage) 

Nora! Nora, what did you do?! 

 

    NORA 

Oh god. 
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 (NORA starts for the front door. TORVALD storms in.) 

 

    TORVALD 

Nora, what the hell did you do?! 

 

    NORA 

Don’t ask me, Torvald! Just let me go! 

 

    TORVALD 

No! You tell me what you did right now! 

 

    NORA 

I didn’t mean to hurt you. I swear. 

 

    TORVALD 

Is it true?! Did you take out a loan behind my back?! 

 

    NORA 

I was trying to save your life! You were dying in front of me! I 

couldn’t let that happen! 

 

    TORVALD 

You broke the law! 

 

    NORA 

I didn’t know. I didn’t think it would matter that I signed my 

father’s name. It’s not like I took money from him. 

 

    TORVALD 

Oh my god… 

 

    NORA 

I’m sorry. Torvald, I’m so sorry. 

 

    TORVALD 

Oh, now you’re sorry?! It’s a little late for that! God, Nora! 

How could you do this to me? And in front of Krogstad. He’s 

going to hold this over me forever. 

 

    NORA 

I tried to stop him. I really did. 

 

    TORVALD 

He knows our whole marriage is based on lies. 
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    NORA 

No, Torvald. Our marriage is based on love. I did this for you. 

 

    TORVALD 

Stop lying to me, Nora! Just stop. You have ruined my life. You 

have destroyed everything I have built. Krogstad knows 

everything you did. He could send you to jail. Hell, he could 

probably send me to jail. 

 

    NORA 

I’m not going to let that happen.  

 

(NORA starts to open the door, but TORVALD slams it 

shut.) 

 

    TORVALD 

Where are you going? What the hell are you doing with that? 

 

    NORA 

Just let me save you please. I can end this. Without me, he 

can’t do anything against you. They can’t arrest someone who’s 

dead. 

 

    TORVALD 

What? Oh my god, Nora! Quit being overdramatic! 

 

    NORA 

I’m not! I can protect you this way! I will give my life for 

you! 

 

(NORA tries to open the door again. TORVALD stops 

her.) 

 

    TORVALD 

Shut up! Just sit down and be quiet, so I can think! Give me 

that! (wrests the sword/knife away from NORA) Stop this act, 

Nora! I know it’s not real. You are fake and deceitful and 

sneaky. Just like your father! I should have known never to 

trust people like you! 

 

    NORA 

People like me? 

 

    TORVALD 

All of you are liars and cowards!  
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    NORA 

Torvald? What are you saying? 

 

    TORVALD 

I said shut up! Sit down and shut up, you bitch! I need to 

think! 

 

 (NORA slowly sits down.) 

 

    TORVALD 

I’ll have to keep Krogstad on or he’ll tell everyone. If I give 

him enough money, he’ll stay off my back. I know his kind. All 

they care about is money. He’ll keep those thick lips shut if I 

pay him enough. I’ll have to find out how to get your original 

paperwork, so I can destroy it. Then, he’ll have nothing on me 

anymore. 

 

    NORA 

On us. 

 

    TORVALD 

You will keep your mouth shut. You will not tell anyone what is 

happening. You will not do anything without my permission until 

this is over. 

 

    NORA 

Your permission? Oh my god… 

 

    TORVALD 

Tonight, you will be the perfect wife. You will support me and 

never leave my side. Get your purse. We need to go now. 

 

(A text message chimes on TORVALD’s phone. He 

unlocks and reads the message. NORA remains 

sitting.) 

 

    TORVALD 

I’m saved. Nora, we’re saved. Krogstad just texted me. He’s 

resigning. He said that he’ll destroy the evidence he had. He’s 

never going to bother us again. Because he sent this in writing, 

he’ll never be able to try to blackmail us again. Oh, thank god! 

It’s over, Nora! It’s all over. 

 

    NORA 

Is it? 
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    TORVALD 

Yes, everything will be all right now. Nora, I’m sorry I yelled 

at you. I was just so upset that you lied to me. But I 

understand now. I know you were just doing what you thought was 

best. It’s not your fault that you’re so naïve and sheltered. 

Your perspective on humanity just isn’t developed enough. You 

didn’t know any better. You were emotional and not thinking 

right. And it was very brave of you to try to carry this all by 

yourself. But you don’t have to do that anymore. I’m going to 

take much better care of you now. Everything can go back to the 

way it was before. 

 

    NORA 

No. 

 

    TORVALD 

What do you mean no? 

 

    NORA 

No, we can’t back. We can never go back. Sit down, Torvald. We 

need to talk. 

 

    TORVALD 

Let’s talk later. We need to go now or we’re going to be late 

for the party. 

 

    NORA 

I’m not going anywhere with you. 

 

    TORVALD 

What? 

 

    NORA 

Sit down, Torvald. 

 

    TORVALD 

 (sits down next to NORA) 

Okay, let’s just make this quick. I understand you’re upset with 

me, but… 

 

    NORA 

You don’t understand anything about me. You have no idea who I 

am.  

 

    TORVALD 

That’s not true, Nora. 
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    NORA 

You don’t see me. You never have. God, I was going to kill 

myself for you. Because that’s what I’ve been told I’m supposed 

to do. Supposed to be. I don’t know who I am. 

 

    TORVALD 

You’re my wife. 

 

    NORA 

I was never your wife. I was your cheerleader. Your arm candy. 

Your courtesan. That’s the only reason you want me to go 

tonight.  

 

    TORVALD 

No, I want people to see how much I love you. 

 

    NORA 

You don’t love me. You love the idea of me. You love your china 

doll. The exotic foreigner with the almond eyes and silk hair. 

You love me as long as I fit into your small boxes. As long as 

my culture conforms to yours. As long as I shove myself down to 

be raise you up. 

 

    TORVALD 

Nora, you’re overreacting. 

 

    NORA 

No, I’m being honest. For perhaps the first time in my life, I’m 

owning myself. My thoughts. My feelings. My truth. 

 

    TORVALD 

Nora, just calm down. You’re right, okay? We don’t really know 

each other. We got married young, and I haven’t appreciated you 

like I should have. But I can do better. I promise. I can read 

books about your culture, and we can go to events, and we can 

meet some more of your people so you won’t feel so lonely. Let’s 

just go to the party tonight, and we can figure this out 

tomorrow. 

 

    NORA 

You should go to the party. Alone. 

 

    TORVALD 

Nora, please. I can fix this. Give me another chance. 
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    NORA 

I don’t need to be fixed. 

 

    TORVALD 

Tell me what you want. I’ll do anything for you. 

 

    NORA 

Get out. 

 

    TORVALD 

What? 

 

    NORA 

Get out. 

 

    TORVALD 

I’m not going while you’re being hysterical. 

 

    NORA 

Get out. Get the hell out of this house. 

 

    TORVALD 

No! I’m not going without you! 

 

    NORA 

Torvald, get the hell out this house! Get the hell out! 

 

    TORVALD 

Nora, you’re my wife! I can’t do this without you! You have to 

come with me! 

 

    NORA 

Get the fuck out, Torvald! Get the fuck out! Get the fuck out! 

 

(NORA pushes TORVALD out and slams the door. NORA 

turns back to the room. She sees herself for the 

first time. Perhaps she laughs. Perhaps she cries. 

Perhaps she screams. NORA rips off her dress and 

shoes and lets her hair down. Then, she strips all 

of TORVALD’s décor from the walls and tables and 

shelves. She shoves candy in her mouth. NORA joys in 

the deconstruction and chaos until she’s finally 

standing in a blank room. Her room. End of play.) 


