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Cast of Characters 

(All characters with the exception of KYLIE can be double or 

triple cast as necessary. All roles can be gender bent if 

needed. Cast size ranges from 6-13 people. Ethnicity is 

unimportant.) 

Jerry: A male who works at Caroline’s Café, late 

40s to early 50s. Can be renamed Jenna if 

cast as a female. 

 

Kylie: A female waitress at Caroline’s Café, early 

20s to mid-30s. She is friendly, warm, and 

efficient. Can be renamed Kyle if cast as a 

male. 

 

Politician: A male politician, early 40s to early 50s. 

He is conscientious and upstanding, but 

facing a moral crossroads. 

 

Manager: A female, early 60s to mid-70s. She has been 

in the political arena for many years and is 

determined to make the Politician 

successful.  

 

Friend 1: A female, early to mid-30s. She recently had 

a miscarriage and has shut out everyone in 

her life. 

 

Friend 2: A female, late 20s to early 30s.  She is 

trying to sympathize with her friend as she 

has also experienced loss in the past. 

 

Wedding Planner: A female, early to mid-30s. She has planned 

weddings for years.   

 

Bride: A female, mid to late 20s.  She is driven, 

ambitious, and adventurous. 

 

Groom: A male, mid to late 20s. He is relaxed, 

calm, and easy going. 

 

Daughter: A female, early 20s. She is talking to her 

estranged father on her phone. 

 



 

 

Cousin 1: A male, early to mid-20s. He has recently 

come back home from his military tour. 

 

Cousin 2: A male, early to mid-20s. He is excited to 

see his cousin again after his tour and has 

plans for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Synopsis 

 

Different people come into Caroline’s Café during the lunch 

rush. As the server tries to finish her poem, she interacts with 

all of them. Friends, cousins, a daughter, a politician and his 

manager, a bride, a groom, and a wedding planner eat, drink, and 

talk.  

 

Scene 

 

In the dining area of Caroline’s Cafe. 

 

Time 

 

Present day in the winter.  During the lunch rush hour at the 

café.
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SETTING: In the dining area of Caroline’s Café. 

There are multiple tables and chairs. 

 

AT RISE: Jerry is working behind the counter.  

Friend 1 and Friend 2 are seated and 

looking at menus. Politician and 

Manager are eating their lunch. Kylie 

enters hurriedly wearing a backpack. 

 

KYLIE 

I’m here, Jerry. I’m so sorry I’m late. Classes ran long. Give 

me two seconds, and I’ll be ready. 

 

 (KYLIE runs back into the kitchen.) 

 

    JERRY 

How were your classes today? 

 

    KYLIE 

 (offstage, yelling) 

They were fine. Creative Writing was fun. I’ve got a poem due 

tomorrow, but I can’t get past this one stanza. 

 

    JERRY 

So can I get your autograph before you become the next 

Shakespeare? 

 

 (KYLIE enters, wearing an apron.) 

 

    KYLIE 

Ha ha, very funny. Okay, I’m ready now. You can head out. 

 

    JERRY 

All right, I’ll see you later Edgar Allen Poe. 

 

    KYLIE 

Goodbye Jerry. 

 

(JERRY exits. KYLIE crosses to FRIEND 1 & 2.) 

 

    KYLIE 

 (mutters to herself) 

Dark shadows shine in his mind, drowning he begins to 

find…find…what is he finding? (to FRIEND 1 & 2) Good afternoon. 

My name is Kylie, and I’ll be your server today. May I take your 

drink orders? 
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    FRIEND 1 

Two waters please. 

 

    KYLIE 

All right, I’ll be back. (whispers) Begins to find…to find? 

 

 (KYLIE exits back to the kitchen.) 

 

    FRIEND 2 

I’m really glad we’re doing this. 

 

    FRIEND 1 

Me too. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

So have you been? 

 

    FRIEND 1 

Fine. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

We missed you at last week’s book club meeting. 

 

    FRIEND 1 

Yeah, I don’t think that I’m going to come anymore. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

Why not? 

 

    FRIEND 1 

I’m just not into the book list. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

What? How could you not like it? We’ve got Alexander Dumas, 

Agatha Christie, Charles Dickens… 

 

    FRIEND 1 

 (interrupts) 

I know. I’m just not interested. (beat) Sorry. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

No, it’s fine. I get it. Book clubs aren’t for everyone. Have 

you considered the other thing I was telling you about? 

 

    FRIEND 1 

Yes. 
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    FRIEND 2 

And? 

 

    FRIEND 1 

I just don’t think I’m ready yet. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

Okay. But will you think about it again when you are ready? I 

know it’s hard, but you have to find a way to start moving on. 

 

    FRIEND 1 

Please don’t tell me what I have to do. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

I’m your friend, and I care about you. I’m just trying to help. 

 

    FRIEND 1 

I get that. I just don’t want to talk about this anymore. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

Okay. 

 

(FRIEND 1 & 2 read menus. KYLIE enters with drinks.) 

 

    KYLIE 

All right ladies, are you ready to order? 

 

    FRIEND 2 

I’ll have the broccoli and cheese soup with the grilled cheese. 

 

    KYLIE 

Excellent. And for you, ma’am? 

 

    FRIEND 1 

I’ll have the chicken and dumplings. 

 

    KYLIE 

Okay, it’ll be coming right up. Find…mind…wind…rind… (crosses to 

the POLITICIAN and MANAGER) How’s your food today? 

 

    POLITICIAN 

Everything tastes great, thank you. We’ll take the check now. 

 

    KYLIE 

Of course, I’ll bring it by in just a moment. 
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 (KYLIE exits back to the kitchen.) 

 

    MANAGER 

As I was saying, everything is on track. Johnson Hall is booked 

for the sixth, and the Chronicle is interviewing you next week. 

 

    POLITICIAN 

Excellent. You are efficient as always. 

 

    MANAGER 

Thank you, sir. I’m just doing my job, which is to get you 

elected. All right, let’s go over prospective topics for the 

debate. I’ve written a few more practice questions. 

 

    POLITICIAN 

Okay, I’m ready. 

 

    MANAGER 

All right, what makes you think you are qualified to be in 

office? Your opponent has more experience than you. 

 

    POLITICIAN 

First off, I don’t believe the amount of years spent in politics 

qualifies one for office. I believe how that time was spent is 

far more important. I would point out that during my opponent’s 

years in politics, unemployment and crime rates have risen while 

the education system has declined. Secondly, I am dedicated to… 

 

    MANAGER 

 (interrupts) 

Okay, stop. Specificity is everything. Vague claims make you 

untrustworthy. Give exact statistics for unemployment and crime. 

Have a story about the education system. Personal stories make a 

stronger connection. If people empathize with you, they’ll be 

invested in your success. 

 

    POLITICIAN 

Okay. Got it. 

 

(KYLIE enters with the check and a tray of food. She 

drops the check with the POLTICIAN and crosses  to 

FRIEND 1 and FRIEND 2.) 

 

    KYLIE 

Okay, enjoy ladies. (mutters) Begins to find…happiness…home…ham… 
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(KYLIE crosses to the POLITICIAN, picks up the check 

and his credit card, and exits.) 

 

    FRIEND 2 

I love this place, don’t you? It’s so quaint. 

 

    FRIEND 1 

I’ve never been here before. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

You should come out with me more. We could make a standing date 

once a week. 

 

    FRIEND 1 

I don’t think I could go out that often. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

Well what about once a month? 

 

    FRIEND 1 

I don’t know. Maybe. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

We could go out for lunch and then maybe you could try the 

support group. I can go with you if you don’t want to go alone. 

 

    FRIEND 1 

I already told you that I don’t feel ready yet. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

I know, but you’ve been saying that for a long time. I don’t 

think anyone ever feels ready, but the group is incredible. You 

can at least try. I know you’re hurting, but these people 

understand. We’ve all been there before. 

 

    FRIEND 1 

You have no idea what I’m going through. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

You’re not the only one who has lost someone. I’ve experienced 

that too. John and I built a nursery, and we held and rocked and 

bathed our baby. We dreamed a perfect future for our family in 

just one night. And it felt like my heart was being torn apart 

when the birth mother changed her mind. I know your miscarriage 

has been painful, but you are not alone. 
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    FRIEND 1 

Please don’t equate your pain with mine. You are not me, and our 

losses are not the same. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

You’re right. Because at least you still have a child. Your son 

and husband need you. You have a family, and you are shutting 

them out. 

 

    FRIEND 1 

This wasn’t a good idea. I should never have come. 

 

(FRIEND 1 pulls out cash and puts it on the table.) 

 

    FRIEND 2 

I didn’t mean to make you mad. I’m sorry. We don’t have to talk 

about this anymore. Just sit down and finish lunch. 

 

    FRIEND 1 

No, I’m going to head home now. I appreciate what you’re trying 

to do, but I don’t need this. I didn’t ask for any of this. And 

maybe support group and book club and lunch dates helped you, 

but that’s not what I need. 

 

    FRIEND 2 

What do you need? 

 

    FRIEND 1 

Space. 

 

 (FRIEND 1 exits.) 

 

    FRIEND 2 

Well you’ve got it. 

 

(KYLIE enters and drops check with FRIEND 2 who puts 

cash down and exits. KYLIE crosses to the POLITICIAN 

and MANAGER and drops his receipt and credit cards.) 

 

    KYLIE 

Here you are, sir. Have a great day. (murmurs) He begins to 

find…begins to find…find… 

 

(GROOM and WEDDING PLANNER enter.) 
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    MANAGER 

Okay, you definitely can’t say that. You’re not running as an 

independent anymore. You are associated with a specific party 

which means that you embody your party’s stances. 

 

    POLITICIAN 

But I don’t agree with them. My ideas about gun control are 

widely different. 

 

    MANAGER 

Not anymore. From this point forward, you support your party’s 

gun control policies. 

 

    POLITICIAN 

But it’s not honest. I don’t believe those policies are right. 

People should know what I believe before they vote for me. 

 

    MANAGER 

All right, listen. I’ve been doing this for a long time, and 

every person I’ve worked with has to face a decision like this. 

Compromise is an important part of politics. You knew that. 

 

    POLITICIAN 

Compromise, yes. But lying, no. 

 

    MANAGER 

Let me ask you a question. Do you believe that you can make 

difference if you are elected? 

 

    POLITICIAN 

Of course. I wouldn’t be running otherwise.  

 

    MANAGER 

Then, these are the facts. One, you won’t be able to help people 

if you aren’t in office. Two, you won’t be elected if you’re not 

backed by a party. Three, a party won’t support you if you don’t 

support them. 

 

    POLITICIAN 

I won’t change my values or platform just to win an election. 

 

    MANAGER 

And you don’t have to. No one is asking you to do that. Your 

primary stances will be the same. All you have to do is adjust 

one area. Gun control wasn’t even part of your main platform. 
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    POLITICIAN 

No, it wasn’t. 

 

    MANAGER 

So the real question is whether a small compromise is going to 

keep you from making a difference in the world. It’s your 

choice. 

 

    POLITICIAN 

I really wouldn’t lose my core values. 

 

    MANAGER 

That’s right. But none of your plans will happen if you’re not 

backed by a party. 

 

    POLITICIAN 

Okay. What do you want me to say? 

 

(POLITICIAN and MANAGER exit as KYLIE enters with 

drinks for WEDDING PLANNER and GROOM.) 

 

    KYLIE 

Here you are. Are you ready to order? 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

Actually, we’re waiting for one more. 

 

    KYLIE 

No problem. I’ll come back later. (mutters) Finding…found…find… 

 

(KYLIE picks up the check and money from previous 

tables and begins cleaning while muttering.) 

 

    GROOM 

I’m so sorry she’s late. I told her to be here fifteen minutes 

ago because she always does this. 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

You know her well. 

 

    GROOM 

Yeah, I mean she’s the only girl I’ve ever dated. We’ve known 

each other since kindergarten. We’re from a tiny town, and I’ve 

finally saved enough to put a down payment on a house, so I 

figured it was time. 
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 (BRIDE enters hurriedly.) 

 

    BRIDE 

I’m here. I’m here. The time just got away from me. Hi honey. 

 

    GROOM 

So how do we start this thing? 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

Well, I believe each wedding should be tailored to the people 

involved. So first off, I’d like to get to know a little about 

you and how your relationship works. 

 

    BRIDE 

We should tell her the proposal story! Okay, so here’s how it 

went. The day before, I had been offered a job in Chicago and 

was really nervous about how that would affect our relationship, 

you know. And the next evening, he asked me to go out to the 

lake with him. When I got there, he had strung all sorts of 

lights through the trees. I wasn’t sure what was going on at 

first until he got on one knee and took out a ring. I actually 

said yes before he even asked. He was super sweet though and 

said that the answer mattered more than the question. 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

That’s great. So what are your hobbies? What are you guys into? 

 

    BRIDE 

I love traveling, music, and I do some freelance photography. 

 

    GROOM 

I don’t know. I mean, I guess I like going out on the lake and 

hiking and stuff. 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

Okay, that’s great. Um, I guess I kind of meant more what you 

guys are into together, but that’s fine. How about kids? 

 

    GROOM 

Oh, I definitely want kids. I’d love a big family. 

 

    BRIDE 

Yeah, but not yet. We’re going to have to hold that for a while. 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

All right. Um, so you guys are moving to Chicago? 
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    BRIDE 

Yes. 

 

    GROOM 

 (overlapping the BRIDE’s line) 

No. 

 

    BRIDE 

I’m moving to Chicago, but he’s staying here. 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

Oh. 

 

    GROOM 

I don’t want her to give up this opportunity to advance her 

career, so she’s going to move to Chicago. 

 

    BRIDE 

Yeah, and I don’t want him to have to move because he hates big 

cities, so we’ll just commute back and forth. 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

I see. And how long will you be doing this for? 

 

    BRIDE 

Probably for a while. 

 

    GROOM 

 (overlapping the BRIDE’s line) 

Not long. 

 

    BRIDE 

We’re still figuring it out. My job is only for a year, but it’s 

possible that they could offer me a permanent position after. 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

Okay, let’s talk about the honeymoon. What are you two planning? 

 

    GROOM 

We don’t really know yet. I’m more for a small cabin in the 

mountains somewhere. Something remote and kind of rustic. 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

And what do you like? 
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    BRIDE 

Oh, I love the idea of a destination honeymoon. I mean you only 

live once. Why not go to Paris or Dublin or Hong Kong? 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

Right. Um, big wedding or small? 

 

    BRIDE 

Oh big, for sure. 

 

    GROOM 

 (overlapping BRIDE’s line) 

Definitely small. We agreed on a small wedding. 

 

    BRIDE 

I was under the impression that we were doing a big wedding 

since I’m moving soon, and I wanted to spend my last few days 

with family and friends. 

 

    GROOM 

You know how I feel about large crowds though. I hate standing 

up there and having everyone stare at us. 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

Well, what if we did a small ceremony, but a big after-party? 

 

    BRIDE 

How small? Because my family on both sides will want to see the 

ceremony. They’re really important to me, and I want them there. 

I’m sure you want your family there too. 

 

    GROOM 

Not really. Honestly, I would rather the two of us just go to 

the courthouse. 

 

    BRIDE 

What? That’s crazy! We can’t elope. 

 

    GROOM 

Well I don’t want a big church wedding! 

 

    BRIDE 

Well I don’t want to elope! 

 

    GROOM 

Well I don’t want to go overseas for our honeymoon! 
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    BRIDE 

Well I don’t want to be stuck in this stupid, little place! 

 

    GROOM 

Well I don’t want you to go to Chicago! 

 

    BRIDE 

Well I don’t want to give up my career to be a housewife! 

 

    GROOM 

Well I don’t want to wait to have a family! 

 

    BRIDE 

Well I don’t want this! 

 

 (Long uncomfortable beat.) 

 

    GROOM 

What? Is that really how you feel? 

 

    BRIDE 

Yes. 

 

    GROOM 

Are you serious? You said yes! 

 

    BRIDE 

I know. 

 

    GROOM 

We’re supposed to be getting married in a few months! You said 

that you loved me! This is what we’ve wanted for years!  

 

    BRIDE 

You think I don’t know that! (beat) I did want this at one time. 

But things change. And people change. And I was scared to lose 

something so safe. 

 

    GROOM 

That’s all I was to you. A fallback plan? 

 

    BRIDE 

No, it wasn’t like that. I didn’t leave because I do love you, 

and I thought that would be enough. 
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    GROOM 

It is! 

 

    BRIDE 

No, it’s not. Be honest. Wouldn’t you rather be with someone who 

wants to live in the quiet town and have a small wedding and go 

camping in the mountains and start a family? 

 

    GROOM 

Yes. 

 

    BRIDE 

I’m not that person. And you know it. We’ve just wanted 

different things in life for so long. 

 

    GROOM 

More than we want each other. 

 

    BRIDE 

Yes. So why are we holding on to something that we don’t truly 

want? 

 

 (BRIDE exits.) 

 

    WEDDING PLANNER 

So I guess you don’t need me anymore. So I’m gonna…yeah… 

 

(WEDDING PLANNER exits as DAUGHTER enters on the 

phone. KYLIE crosses to her.) 

 

    KYLIE 

Welcome to Caroline’s Café. Do you know any word that rhymes 

with find? 

 

    DAUGHTER  

Excuse me. 

 

    KYLIE 

Sorry, I meant do you know what you’d like to drink? 

 

    DAUGHTER 

Can I have a minute first please? 

 

    KYLIE 

Of course, I’ll be back whenever you’re ready. 
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(KYLIE exits. Shortly after, GROOM exits. COUSIN 1 

enters during the next lines.) 

 

    DAUGHTER 

Yeah, I’m here. Okay. I’ll save us a table. So it’s been a 

while. I was surprised you wanted to talk. I’m doing well. I’m 

graduating in the spring. History. Yeah, I’ve been interested in 

history for a while. There’s no way you would have known since 

you haven’t been here. Yeah. You did miss a lot. Are you? Cause 

it seems to me that if you were really sorry, you would have 

come back a long time ago. No, no, no. When you walked out on 

Mom, you walked out on me. It hurt you when you left? What about 

what it did to me? Did you know that Mom cried every day for a 

year? I had to be the one who was there for her, and no one was 

there for me. Where were you? Where were you at my high school 

graduation? Where were you when I got my heart broken for the 

first time? Where were you every time I got sick, every 

nightmare, every Christmas, every birthday, every time you 

should have been there? I needed you then, but now… I thought I 

could do this, but I don’t think I can. You know it’s awful, but 

sometimes I wished that you had died instead. I thought it would 

be so much easier to lose a parent that way than admitting that 

you just didn’t care about me enough to stay. It’s too late. You 

think you can walk out and just come back whenever you want. 

Life doesn’t work like that. I moved on. I didn’t wait for you. 

I can’t take a chance that you’re going to hurt me again. I made 

myself whole, and now, I can’t go back. I’m sorry. Goodbye. 

 

 (DAUGHTER hangs up the phone. KYLIE enters.) 

 

    KYLIE 

Have you decided what you would like yet? 

 

    DAUGHTER 

I actually have to head out. I’ll come another time. Thank you. 

 

 (DAUGHTER exits as COUSIN 2 enters.) 

 

    KYLIE 

Hi, what’s up? It’s great to see you back here. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Thanks. Hey, do you know how much it would cost to reserve this 

whole place on Friday evening for dinner around 6:00? I want to 

throw a welcome home party for my cousin over there. 
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    KYLIE 

Let me call Jerry, and I’ll find out. (murmurs) Drowning he 

begins to find…what does this stupid man want to find? 

 

 (KYLIE exits. COUSIN 2 approaches COUSIN 1.) 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Hey man, how’s it going? So good to see you. 

 

    COUSIN 1 

You too. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Dude, I’ve got everything lined out for us. I know you’re 

spending the next two days with your family, but Friday night 

we’re meeting here for dinner. I’m trying to book the whole 

place because I’m bringing everybody out. The whole gang wants 

to catch up with you. And afterwards, we’re bar hopping. 

 

    COUSIN 1 

Hey man, thanks for all the work you put into this but… 

 

    COUSIN 2 

 (interrupts) 

What are cousins for? We’re going to get lit Friday. I’ve 

already mapped out our route for the bars. First up is Silver 

Deer’s, then Johnny’s, and afterwards… 

 

    COUSIN 1 

Listen, I don’t know that bar hopping is a great idea. I haven’t 

been out in a while. I’m out of practice. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Don’t sweat it. Chicks dig marines, and I am the greatest 

wingman ever. Remember the last time we went out? 

 

    COUSIN 1 

Yeah, I’m not sure that I’m actually going to be free Friday 

night. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Really? What are you doing? 

 

    COUSIN 1 

I’ve got plans already. 
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    COUSIN 2 

Oh. I see. Who is it? 

 

    COUSIN 1 

What? 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Who’s the girl? There’s only one reason you would have plans on 

a Friday night, and that would be a date. She must be something 

if you’re ditching me. Come on, man. At least tell me her name. 

What does she look like? 

 

    COUSIN 1 

It’s not a date. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Then what is it? 

 

    COUSIN 1 

It’s just an appointment. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

What kind of appointment? 

 

    COUSIN 1 

I’m just…it’s not a big deal. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

What’s going on with you? 

 

    COUSIN 1 

Nothing. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Hey, it’s me. You can tell me anything, man. 

 

    COUSIN 1 

Um, I’m going to see a… uh… therapist. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Oh. Okay. 

 

    COUSIN 1 

Yeah, he’s supposed to be really good. One of the guys in my 

unit who’s from here recommended him. Anyway, he’s got a packed 

schedule, but he agreed to work me in on Friday evening. 



17 

 

    COUSIN 2 

So is it PTSD? Or survivor’s guilt?  

 

    COUSIN 1 

I don’t know. I just don’t feel like going out or being with 

people. I don’t feel like there’s anything to celebrate. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

I do. You’re overseas protecting our country. I think that’s 

something to respect. I wanted to celebrate you. 

 

    COUSIN 1 

I’m not anyone to celebrate. I’m not special. I’m just… I’m… I’m 

nothing. (beat) The therapist wants me to write my feelings in 

this journal. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Have you? 

 

    COUSIN 1 

No. I don’t know what to say. I’ve lost everything inside. I’m 

empty. Hollow. What am I supposed to do? 

 

    COUSIN 2 

I don’t know. I don’t know. What can I do to help?  

 

    COUSIN 1 

Look, I appreciate what you’ve done for me with the welcome home 

party and all. But I don’t really want to see everyone yet. 

Maybe next time I’m on leave. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Don’t worry about it, man. It’s all good. I’ll just tell them 

that you already had plans. Hey, I get that you need time right 

now, but I want you to know that I’m here for you. Whenever 

you’re ready. 

 

    COUSIN 1 

Thanks. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

What are cousins for? 

 

    COUSIN 1 

I’ll call you before I leave.  
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(COUSIN 2 exits. COUSIN 1 flips through the 

journal’s pages and pulls out a pen. KYLIE enters.) 

 

    KYLIE 

Hey, where’s your cousin? Jerry wasn’t far from here, so he said 

that he’d just talk to him in person about reserving the café. 

 

    COUSIN 1 

Oh, he left. I’m sorry. I think he forgot that he had asked 

about the reservation. 

 

    KYLIE 

Great, I’ll let Jerry know. 

 

 (JERRY enters.) 

 

    KYLIE 

Jerry, I’m so sorry but he’s already gone. I think he changed 

his mind. I was just getting ready to call you. 

 

    JERRY 

It’s fine. I was on my way over anyway. I was going to meet 

someone here, but she left. I can take over your shift if you 

want. I know you have that poem to finish, and I could use a 

distraction right now. 

 

    KYLIE 

Are you sure? Thanks. I’m going to sit over here then and work. 

If I try to work at the dorm, I’m going to fall sleep. 

 

(KYLIE exits through the kitchen.) 

 

   JERRY 

Can I get you anything, sir? 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Sure. I’ll have a Coke. Thanks. 

 

    JERRY 

Coming right up. 

 

(KYLIE enters without her apron and with her 

backpack. She sits at a table close to COUSIN 2.) 

 

   KYLIE 

The air shines in his mind, dark shadows try to find…find… 
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 (COUSIN 2 glances up at KYLIE as she struggles.) 

 

    COUSIN 2 

You a writer? 

 

    KYLIE 

Sort of. Aspiring anyway. Sorry if I was getting loud. I just 

can’t figure out the next line in my poem. I’ve got “dark 

shadows shine in his mind, drowning he begins to find…” and 

then, I’m stuck. I can’t figure out what he finds. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

I guess it depends on what he’s looking for. 

 

    KYLIE 

Yeah, I guess you’re right. (gestures to his notebook) What 

about you? Are you a writer too? 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Oh, I don’t have anything yet. Writer’s block I guess. 

 

    KYLIE 

Same. You want to help each other out? Maybe it’ll break both of 

our blocks. (dramatic) We can find inspiration in each other. 

 

    COUSIN 2 

Yeah, sure. 

 

(KYLIE goes to sit next to COUSIN 2. They begin 

looking through her writing, reading it aloud, and 

exchanging ideas. Lights fade. End of play.) 


